
February	28,	2019	

Kathy	Hill  
18	Westover	Lane 
Morris,,	CT		06763	

Senator	Cohen	and	RepresentaEve	Demicco  
Environment	CommiJee,	Co-Chairs  
LegislaEve	Office	Building,	Room	3200  
HarPord,	CT	06106	

RE:	Proposed	House	Bill	No.	6637	–	AN	ACT	REQUIRING	AN	INVASIVE	SPECIES	STAMP	FOR	THE	OPERATION	OF	
A	MOTORBOAT	ON	THE	INLAND	WATERS	OF	THE	STATE	

Dear	Senator	Cohen	and	RepresentaEve	Demicco:	

My	name	is	Kathy	Hill	and	I	have	been	a	homeowner	on	the	shoreline	of	Bantam	Lake	for	nearly	25	
years.		In	this	Eme	I	have	watched		serious	adverse	changes	taking	place	as	a	result	of	invasive	species	
entering	our	beauEful	lake.		I	have	witnessed	algae	blooms	that	have	caused	me	to	keep	my	children	
out	of	the	water	and	seen	an	explosive	growth	of	invasive,	non-naEve	weeds	choking	our	lake	and	the	
Bantam	River.			

I	write	in	support	of	the	concept	behind	HB	6637	and	the	subsEtute	language	the	ConnecEcut	
FederaEon	of	Lakes	will	provide.		I	feel	that	it	is	important	for	this	fee	to	be	user	based	in	nature	and	
the	proposed	stamp	is	a	good	idea.	

Our	small	community,	with	the	Bantam	Lake	ProtecEve	AssociaEon	at	the	helm,	has	worked	Erelessly	
to	raise	monies	through	fundraising		to	assist	with	the	costs	and	management	of		programs	to	control	
and	eradicate	these	botanical	felons	from	our	lake.		In	recent	years,	The	Town	of	Morris	has	Eghtened	
its	financial	belt	and	significantly	reduced	its	funding	to	our	programs.		The	White	Memorial	
FoundaEon	contributes	liJle	and	The	Town	of	Litchfield	has	completely	abandoned	us	financially.	

In	2006,	the	State	of	CT	designated	Bantam	as	a	“heritage	lake”.		This	bill	directed	“resources	to	
preserve,	protect	and	restore	the	lake”.		In	2011,	the	State	of	CT	DEEP	purchased	the	old	“Beverlys”	
property	in	Morris	in	and	built	a	statewide	access	boat	launch	to	the	lake	with	a	promise	of	being							
“…a	good	neighbor	and	an	acEve	partner	in	protecEng	the	quality	of	CT’s	largest	natural	lake….”		
Instead,	however,	we	have	received	virtually	no	assistance	and	have	been	lea	to	solve	our	own	
problems	with	our	own	funds	and	our	own	hard	work	while	thousands	of	boats	are	allowed	to	enter	
Bantam	Lake	day	aaer	day	with	the	not	just	a	possibility	but	rather	a	strong	probability	of	carrying	
invasive	weeds	into	the	lake.		And	lastly,	the	state	has	recently	declared	Bantam	Lake	a	“Distressed	
lake”		Gentlemen	and	ladies	-	It	is	Eme!		

Please	vote	in	favor	of	this	bill:	Proposed	House	Bill	No.	6637	–	AN	ACT	REQUIRING	AN	INVASIVE	
SPECIES	STAMP	FOR	THE	OPERATION	OF	A	MOTORBOAT	ON	THE	INLAND	WATERS	OF	THE	STATE	

Sincerely,	

Kathy	Hill  
18	Westover	Lane 
Morris,	CT		06763	

cc:	Senator	Craig	Minor 
						RepresentaEve	David	Wilson	




